Introduced by Council Member Newby & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Morgan & R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-19
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING TAYLOR DENISE RICHARDSON ON HER EDUCATIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND ASPIRATIONS AND COMMITMENT TO PROVIDING BOOKS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN TO GAIN A LOVE OF READING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Taylor Denise Richardson and her family’s relocation to Jacksonville, Florida from Cheraw, South Carolina in 2010, was a difficult effort, which involved a withdrawn child struggling with issues of reading. Fortunately, with the supportive atmosphere of Chets Creek Elementary School, a series of therapeutic programs, and the “village” of relatives and other supporters in Jacksonville, Taylor was able to find her voice; participate and excel in various activities; and began to set and achieve her own personal goals all while encouraging younger children to dream big; and

WHEREAS, Taylor Richardson, currently a 6th grader at Fletcher Middle School, is a very committed 12 year-old with career aspirations of becoming the first African-American female astronaut to go to Mars. Her academic excellence and interest in science and space exploration earned her a place as an example for other children through the Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) program. Last summer, Taylor was the only African-American female student from Duval County to attend the weeklong Space Camp at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama. Upon completion of the camp, Taylor was recognized for graduating with top honors and college credits; and


WHEREAS, Taylor’s enthusiasm and goals associated with space has been acknowledged by The Mars Generation (TMG), a one-of-a-kind nonprofit organization with executive and advisory boards of leaders from the space industry as well as nonprofit, education and business sectors that serve as a catalyst to identify students with an interest in space and STEM to nurture their study in STEM education. TMG recently selected Taylor Richardson as one of their Student Space Ambassadors in the mentorship program to support young people who want to change the world, while also spreading their love of space and human space exploration within their own communities; and 


WHEREAS, in addition to Taylor’s work with TMG, she is actively involved with various clubs in promoting and supporting several causes, including childhood literacy with the Girls Scouts of Gateway Council and Boys and Girls Club of Northeast Florida; the Unity Day anti-bullying campaign; a girls’ empowerment club named Journey into Womanhood; and several clothing drives for women and children. One of her proudest public service efforts is Taylor’s Take Flight with a Book, a program that works in conjunction with the United Way ReadingPals program to provide donated books for children of all ages to promote childhood literacy. Between February 2015 and November 2015, Taylor’s book initiative collected over 700 through individual donations and collaboration with Ritz Theatre & Museum. Taylor has also earned honors and achievements including first place in 2014-2015 Mayor’s essay contest for her age group; 2015 Jacksonville Achiever for community service and academic excellence; five-time triathlete with First Coast Kids Triathlon; and a past member of the 2014-2015 Jacksonville Symphony Youth Orchestra; and


WHEREAS, Taylor Richardson believes that every child deserves a book because it can take them to great places and lead to great possibilities.  She has dedicated her life to being an example for younger children to enjoy reading and inspire them to reach for the stars. Taylor’s idol, Dr. Mae Jemison, the first African-American female to go into space, would be proud of this young lady in her pursuit of making a difference in her community and following her dreams; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and applauds Taylor Denise Richardson for being an example of hard work, dedication, imagination and motivation to everyone that interacts with her, regardless of age. Taylor is a true inspiration that it is never too early or too late to dream big, act big, and go out and make a difference in the world. Her excitement and passion for space, education, and importance of literacy is beyond measure. The City Council encourages citizens to continue Taylor’s initiative and donate books to schools or organizations so children are able to take flight into greater possibilities and “never be limited by other’s limited imagination”.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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